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5th Grade
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Please complete the following
materials by the due date noted
above.

Completed materials may be
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turned in when the next week’s
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If you need assistance in
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Dojo. You may also call the school
directly Monday — Friday from
9:30-5:30 at 814-520-6468



ReadWorks' Leaping Lizards

Leaping Lizards
by Pooja Makhijani

People go wild for lizards, snakes, and
other reptiles in an exhibit.

Darrel Frost will never forget the time he saw a diamondback rattlesnake coiled up beside a
tree. He was just 4 years old, traveling with his family through the Arizona wilderness.

"It was the most beautiful animal | had ever seen in my entire life," he told an audience in
2006 at the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) in New York City. "It was just
spectacular."

Seeing that fanged rattler up close inspired Frost to become the scientist he is today. As a
herpetologist, he studies reptiles and amphibians. He helped put together an AMNH exhibit
of the scaly lizards and slithering snakes that he fell in love with as a child. The exhibition is
called "Lizards and Snakes: Alive!" and features more than 60 live animals.

photos.com

An Emerald Tree Boa

Before the show opened, WR News got an inside look. At the exhibit, leaf-tailed geckos
scampered up the sides of a glass tank while an emerald tree boa basked under a sunlamp.

Startled onlookers watched as a veiled chameleon climbed up a tree branch and changed
color. The chameleon's ability to camouflage, or conceal itself by changing its appearance,
helps the creature hide from predators and curious museum-goers.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2007 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.



ReadWorks Leaping Lizards
What's a Squamate?

These lively lizards and sleepy snakes are part of a diverse group of reptiles called
squamates (SKWAH-mayts). Squamate comes from the Latin word for "scale" and is the
scientific name for legged lizards and their legless relatives-snakes. All squamates are
covered with scales-small, hard, plate-like structures that shield an animal's skin and
protect it from harm.

There are about 8,000 species, or types, of squamates. Along with snakes and lizards, this
group includes iguanas, geckos, and Gila (HEE-luh) monsters. These squamates share
characteristics with other reptiles, such as turtles and alligators. They are all cold-blooded,

which means they cannot regulate their own body temperature. Most squamates lay eggs,
although some give birth to live young.

New Discoveries

Scientists at the museum felt that the timing was right for an exhibition about squamates and
that it would be a big hit. "[The] public is really interested in scaly, slimy things," Jack Conrad
told WR News. Conrad is a paleontologist, a scientist who studies plants and animals that
lived long ago. Paleontologists are always finding new squamate fossils. A fossil is the
remains of an ancient plant or animal preserved in Earth's crust.

Conrad has been examining the fossils of an 80-million-year-old Gila monster with really
"bizarre" skin. Studying present-day squamates gives scientists a glimpse into the biology of
ancient animals. "Many squamate species haven't changed in 200 million years," says
Conrad. "These animals are a window into the past."

Strange Squamates

Here is a look at some of the scaly creatures that were featured in the exhibit and a
description of how they stay safe.

When startled, a green basilisk-named after a mythical beast-sprints on water by
churning its legs like a windmill.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2007 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.
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sxc.hu

A Blue-Tongue Skink

A blue-tongue skink scares away predators by hissing and sticking out its brightly colored
tongue.

A veiled chameleon has cells that aid in complex color-pattern changes, which are used for
camouflage.

A Campbell's milk snake stays safe by looking like its lethal neighbor, the coral snake.

A Gila monster's venom flows through special grooves in its teeth when it bites its victim.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2007 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.



ReadWorks’ ReadWorks Vocabulary - exhibit

exhibit ex - hib -t

Definition
verb

1. to show or present for view.
Michael exhibits his paintings at the art gallery.

Muaura rarely exhibits her feelings to strangers.

noun

1. display or show.
There is a new exhibit of photographs at the museum.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to expose for viewing or inspection; present; show.
He exhibited his new collection of paintings at a downtown gallery last week.

She will exhibit her findings from the experiment at the upcoming conference.

2. to reveal or manifest (emotions, symptoms, or the like).
They didn't exhibit any surprise when we told them the news.
She's exhibiting some of the early signs of the disease.

You've written a lot, but you haven't exhibited an understanding of the issues.

3. to submit as evidence in a legal proceeding.

The gun will be exhibited as part of the evidence.
4. to make clear or obvious; explain.

intransitive verb

1. to make a presentation of something for public viewing or inspection.

[ know some of the artists that exhibit at this gallery.

noun

ReadWorks.org - © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth, @ 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks ReadWorks Vocabulary - exhibit

1. an act or instance of exhibiting; showing; presentation.

People flocked to the museum during the exhibit of the ltalian sculptures.

2. a collection of things that are on display for many people to view, or a particular object that is
submitted for viewing.

Thousands of people came to see the exhibit of ancient Egyptian art at the

museum.

The enamel vase was donated as an exhibit.

3. a document or object used as evidence in a legal proceeding.
The prosecuting aitorney submitted the letter as one of the exhibits at the trial.

Spanish cognate

exhibir. The Spanish word exhibir means exhibit.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. A newexhibit at the museum marks the 100th anniversary of the Wright brothers' famous
flight.

2. Now an exhibit at the Natural History Museum in London, England gives evidence for both
sides.

3. To commemorate the anniversary of the vaccine's approval, the Smithsonian Institution's
National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C., had an exhibit called "Whatever
Happened to Polio?"

4. On the outside, the house looks just as it did in 1699. On the inside, there is an exhibit about
the Battle of Brooklyn and the men who died there. There are uniforms like the soldiers would
have worn, maps of the battle, and a diorama of the fighting around the house.

5. The main building on Ellis Island has four big turrets, and looks a little bit like a castle. Inside is
a huge main room, the Registry Room, where immigrants once waited in line for permission to
enter the country. To the sides are lots of smaller rooms, which hold differentexhibits about
the island's history.

ReadWorks.org - © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.
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glimpse glimpse

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a quick look; momentary or partial view.
[ got only a glimpse of the queen as she rode by.

The police asked if anyone had caught a glimpse of the flecing suspect.
2. a vague or faint idea or suggestion; glimmer.
As the doctor emerged from the operating room and strode confidently toward
me, [ felt a glimpse of hope.
transitive verb
1. to get a quick look at; see partially or in passing.

He accidentally glimpsed the answer to the puzzle.

She glimpsed her husband's face in the crowd.

intransitive verb
1. to look quickly; glance (usu. fol. by at).

She glimpsed at the return address and quickly ripped open the envelope.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. He caught a glimpse of something red.

2. Studying present-day squamates gives scientists a glimpse into the biology of ancient
animals.

3. While in Peru, Ana got aglimpse of what her life could have been like had she not been
adopted.

4. Chatting excitedly, they hurried to the parking lot to get aglimpse of one of the country's most
sought-after cars.

3. In the wee hours of January 15, 2006, stargazers caught a glimpse of an intergalactictreasure
chest blazing through Earth's atmosphere.

6. Every few seconds, he catches a glimpse of her in the mirror: Penny, brushing her long red
hair and wearing a yellow polka dot dress.

ReadWorks.org - © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth, © 2015 Wordsmyth, All rights reserved.



Readworksﬁ ReadWorks Vocabulary - glimpse

7. If no signs of hostility arise, the door is opened wider, giving the two aglimpse of each other. A
week or so later, the door is widened even farther, letting them touch and, finally, mate.

8. And yet if an observer crept past the unguarded gate, wove through the maze of hubcaps and
radiators and carburetors and tail pipes, climbed over the pyramid of busted tires, and crawled
down the other side, he or she might glimpse an unusual sight.

9. As he took his first steps, Roy saw a flicker of silver out of the corner of his eye. It seemed to
move through the air and settle behind a rock to his right. Forgetting for a moment that he had
to move slowly, Roy dashed forward to catch a better glimpse.

ReadWorks.org - © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth, © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



REEI(I‘NOI‘](Ss Leaping Lizards - Main Idea Questions

Name: Date:

1. The main idea of the article is that

A. Jack Conrad is a paleontologist who studies plants and animals that lived long ago.
B. The AMNH's exhibition of snakes and lizards is interesting and popular.
C. Lizards, snakes, chameleons, geckos, and Gila monsters are all squamates.

D. Darrel Frost is a herpetologist whose job it is to study reptiles.

2. The main idea in question #1 is supported by which detail:

A. Startled onlookers watched a veiled chameleon climb a tree branch and change color.

B. The public is really interested in scaly, slimy things.

C. Studying present-day squamates gives a glimpse into the biology of ancient animals.
D. All of the above.

3. Turtles and alligators

A. have larger scales than squamates.
B. can change color to camouflage themselves.
C. are like squamates in only some ways.

D. can regulate their own body temperatures.

4. The main idea of the section called "New Discoveries" is that

A. scientists study both present-day squamates and ancient fossils.

B. the Gila monster is a squamate that has not changed over a long period of time.
C. paleontologists are scientists who study fossils.

D. museum workers try to appeal to the public's tastes when they plan their exhibitions.

5. Which animal from the article do you think is the most interesting? Why?

ReadWorks.org - © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Chapter 20 Lesson 1 Vocabulary!

DIRECTIONS: Define the following terms based on the reading passage given to you!

1. GLACIATION:

2. FJORD:

3. TUNDRA:

4. SCRUBLAND:

5. TRAWLER:

6. UNIFORM:

Also, be sure to identify TWQO Northern Europe and TWO Southern Europe countries!



Ch. 12 Lesson 1 Assignment: Pgs. 366-367

DIRECTIONS: Answer the following questions by using the pages 366-367.

1. What does much of Northern Europe look like?

2. What affects the movement of people and climate in Southern Europe?

3. Which example, from the United States, is most closely related to a peninsula?

4, Name TWO places in Southern Europe that are peninsulas.

5. Which country is Crete a part of?

6. Iceland is actually a part of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge, which is underwater. How many volcanoes and hot springs make
up lceland?



7. What do the Alps serve to do for the European countries?

8. Why would it be a big problem if the ice on Iceland melted too much? (Do the best you can with this one!)
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4 Cloud Types

Cumulus Clouds Cumulus
L | - Clouds

e What does it look like?
| S
e When do you them?
H <
e ner
oty g
. 101 clouds

whnat you would see on

look like this!
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Cirrus Clouds

e Whatdoes it look like?

Sometimas rain

e Where do we see them

Located high in the sky

They are a lot of different cloud types! We only
talked about 4 types of clouds!

Cirrus
Clouds
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